CHAPTER XL
SAT-ASAT (BEING AND NOT-BEING1).
it appears that in the most ancient times, these words, sat and asctt^
meant exactly the opposite of their modern significations. Whether
the word sat had anything to do with the Eternal Eeality would
depend upon whether there was at all then a belief in such Eeality.
European Orientalists say that Polytheism was the primitive form
of belief in Vedic times and that abstract conceptions of the Deity
were only the work of a later period, when speculation, had made
considerable advance.2
But there are, even according to these thinkers, passages in th.3
earlier Books of the Rig Veda, which suggest an advance towards tlia
idea of a Sovereign Deity. Eig Veda, I, 89, 10,3 for instance, is
thoroughly pantheistic, as it asserts all things to be the manifestations
of one All-pervading Principle, 'which, in this hymn, is designated
Aditi. In. Eig Veda, III, 58,41, again, it is said that '-the great dmnity
of the gods is one." So, too, Rig Veda, I, 164,5 according to Say-Ana-
cMrya, conveys the principal doctrines of the VeddMa philosophy or
the unity or universality of the Spirit, now called Brahma. It asks,
infer alia, 'who is tliat One alone, who has upheld these six spheres in
the form of the Unborn ? Whence is the Divine Mind in its supremacy
engendered?5 It refers to the now well-known illustration of two
birds associated together and perching on a fig tree, where one of
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